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Scottish Financial Risk Academy

MSc Industry Projects 2012
Background
Companies are invited to offer summer project placements to MSc students, enabling a student to work on a research project and write an MSc dissertation, under the joint supervision of an industrial partner and a member of an academic department.  Students will undertake a project over a 10 week period, commencing at end-May 2012.
· Provides a simple mechanism for companies to start interacting with academia on research issues
· Gives companies access to talented MSc students
· Short duration projects rigorous enough to merit an MSc dissertation
· Flexible format: student may spend the full period at the company or interact through a series of visits

Students will be drawn from a range of MSc programmes, largely featuring quantitative, analytical and finance-related studies.   The SFRA will promote details of projects to MSc students at a number of Scottish Universities.  The list of participating MSc programmes can be viewed at: http://www.sfra.ac.uk/msc_collaborating_programmes.php
Companies may submit more than one proposal.  Each proposal may be submitted using the proforma below. 

	Company and name of key contact:


	Email address of key contact:


	Name/email of proposed industry supervisor (if different from key contact):


	Location and proposed format (student to spend part/all of project period at your offices?)



	Project Abstract –~150 words defining the topic or topic area to be addressed (this can be further refined in the course of the process)



	Background knowledge – what knowledge should the student be equipped with to undertake this project? E.g. knowledge of particular topics in finance such as derivatives pricing, particular mathematical or statistical techniques, software knowledge, actuarial knowledge etc.


	


Please email completed form(s) to Noreen O’Donnell, Business Engagement Manager, SFRA.  E: n.odonnell@hw.ac.uk
The timetable SFRA is working to is as follows: 

· 16 January 2012 Deadline for company project list to be submitted.

· w/c 23 January Project opportunities promoted to MSc students at a number of universities. 
· 20 February Deadline for receipt of student expressions of interest by SFRA.  
· w/c 27 February Circulation of notes of interest to companies.
· March Window for companies to interview students of interest.
· April Students matched to projects. 

· May University Exam Board confirms the student's eligibility to proceed to MSc project. 

· End-May/early June Projects are initiated. 

· Mid-August Student presentation and debrief session. 

· August/September Dissertations are submitted according to University deadlines. 

